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Heading in the right direction
By TREY SERNA
The Pan American
Getting adjusted to the pace of
college life can be overwhelming.
Wouldn’t it be nice if there was one
location on campus where students
could have all their academic questions and needs answered and attended
to? Well, now there is.
The University
of Texas-Pan
American has
established
the

Academic Advisement and Mentoring
Center (AAMC). The purpose of this
center is to provide students with the
assistance they need in order to have
successful academic careers.
“This is basically a re-vamping of
the advising process,” said Marilyn
Hagerty, director of undergraduate
studies.
According to Ana Maria
Rodriguez, associate vice president of
the
Office
of
Undergraduate
Admissions, a lot of
thought
went
into the new
AAMC.

“We spent a year putting together
this plan [for the AAMC],” said
Rodriguez. “It wasn’t just thrown
together.”
At the groundbreaking on Oct. 4,
President Blandina Cardenas said she
believes it is essential for students to
be aware of the services available to
them at the AAMC and to give feedback on what improvements can be
made.
“We need students to spread the
word [about the AAMC],” said
Cardenas. “Tell us when we’re doing
a good job and tell us when
we’re doing not
so good of
a job.”

Six professional academic career
advisers will be available to provide
advisement to incoming freshmen.
Freshmen who are enlisted as TSI
(Texas Success Initiative) can get their
registration access codes (known as
RAC numbers) here as well. With so
many services, some students think the
center will prove to be beneficial.
“It’s really good that they’re making a center like this because it can get
a little confusing for incoming freshmen,” said Krystal de la Garza, freshman mathematics major. “I wish this
center was around when I was registering for the first time this past fall. It
probably would have made things
a lot easier for me.”
The AAMC is trying its
best to make the advising
process organized and efficient, which is why it branches
out to all the other advising
places on campus.

Dried up:
Mexican
water debt
By ANA LEY
The Pan American

Carlos Marin, acting commissioner
for the U.S. section of the International
Boundary and Water Commission, was
sure Mexico would follow through on
its promise to pay the
Rio Grande Valley its
13-year water debt,
and he was right.
In fact, only
three days before the
final 4,000 acre-feet were
delivered to the United States, Marin
addressed a citizens’ forum meeting at
the Weslaco Area Chamber of
Commerce and informed water officials
that the two countries were “just working on the final accounting of the situation, and the deadline will be Oct. 1,
See CENTER page 11
2005.”
Gov. Rick Perry sees the water
payment as a new beginning for the relationship between the neighbors.
“This is a tremendous victory for
both countries,” Perry said in an interview with the Brownsville Herald.
“Now that the debt is paid, both countries must continue to work in good faith
to meet the water demands of citizens on
Joel de la Rosa/The Pan American
A NEW START - (from left) SGA President Adrian Sandoval, University Provost Dr. Rodolfo Arevalo, University President Blandina Cardenas and Associate Vice both sides of the Rio Grande for years to
President of Undergraduate Studies Ana Maria Rodriguez officially open the new Academic Advisement and Mentoring Center on Tuesday.

See WATER page 11

Senate addresses governance, workload
By SANDRA GONZALEZ
The Pan American

Renowned photographer Ruth Hoyt
is conducting photography trips
throughout the Valley to inspire others. The above photo was taken at
a ranch in Hidalgo County. For
more on Hoyt and the Valley Land
Fund, see the A&E section.

Just two weeks after the Student
Government Association’s (SGA) State of
the Student Body Address, the University
of Texas-Pan American’s Faculty Senate
held its State of the Senate Address on
Sept. 28.
Although the two governing bodies
are composed of different demographic
groups, the main goal for both is to
improve communication between their
respective constituents and university

administration.
While SGA leaders spoke of bridging the gap between UTPA students and
the administration, Faculty Senate leaders
vocalized a need for the faculty and the
administration to cooperate and exchange
ideas regularly.
Faculty Senate Chairman Ala
Qubbaj indicated that one of the biggest
projects in the works is the finalization of
the faculty governance document. The
document was initially presented by
President Blandina Cardenas in the all of

See SENATE page 11

Joel de la Rosa/The Pan American
COMING TOGETHER - University President Blandina Cardenas addresses the
Faculty Senate at the meeting on Sept. 28 in the math building.
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Interview with a Flyswatter
By DAVID RODRIGUEZ
The Pan American
Last week, UTPA
was abuzz about the
apparent infestation of
flies in the soup at the
campus cafeteria. This
sort of thing may fly at
STC but we certainly cannot abide with winged
interlopers in our chowder here at Pan Am.
The fallout from this shocking discovery has
been huge. Many have sworn off soup altogether,
preferring instead to take their chances with the
chopped brisket sandwich. Some have decided to
stay the course, not because they are trying to make
a point, but rather because they have no idea anything has happened. Others have decided to eschew
the task of actually addressing the problem and
have instead mounted a class-action gripe fest the
likes of which can only be organized by college
students with absolutely nothing better to do than
wax irrelevant about the issue du jour. However,
these indiscriminant iconoclasts aside, there is no
denying something must be done. One option is the
implementation of a pro-active, synergistic soup
oversight council that would be charged with the
essential task of defending our caldo against contamination. I recently got a chance to sit down and
have a talk with the frontrunner for this position,
Michael Bass. Here is a brief excerpt from our
enlightening conversation:
DR: Thank you for giving me a few moments
of your time, Mr. Bass. Tell me a bit about yourself
and your history with this complex issue.

MB: Alright, first and foremost I would like to
say that despite the circumstances that have
brought me here I am extremely grateful and excited to be under consideration for this job. I look forward to working with the administration, who, I
might add, have been extremely cooperative. My
name is Michael Bass. I am a part of the U.S.
Pestilence and Prevention Commission or PAP for
short.
DR: PAP?
MB: Yes….PAP. As I was saying we are a forprofit organization that attempts to rid public institution eating centers of the dangerous and unappetizing results of flies. I have been a part of this
organization for 20 years. I have served as a volunteer, a second-supervisor, county supervisor, and
regional district co-managing vice president.
DR: You certainly sound like you’ve had more
than your fill of PAP.
MB: Exactly. I am certainly well qualified to
represent PAP here at the University of Texas-Pan
American.
DR: What exactly do you do?
MB. Well, I personally take responsibility for
ensuring that no flies will EVER make it into the
soup again. I have a 98.4% erasure margin. For
instance if when I arrive for the first time in a
kitchen there are usually 100 flies in a vat of soup,
after a week that number will be reduced to 1.6.
DR: 1.6?
MB: That is correct. A wing and a leg would
probably constitute about .6 percent of a whole
fly…maybe just a wing.
DR: How do you accomplish such astonishing
results?
MB: I employ the Intermittent Swiftly

Waving Arms Technique or the I-SWAT. The government has conducted many costly studies, at taxpayer’s expense of course, that have shown that
flies have an instinctive aversion to moving objects
in their vicinity. I exploit this tendency to keep the
flies at bay.
DR: So essentially you stand next to the pot of
soup, and you wave your arms around? Is that it?
MB: Of course not. My crew then keeps careful log of the flies’ reactions and calculates just
how effective I have been on a given day. These
logs are then verified by regional superiors at our
head office and then faxed to our national head
office for verification whereupon they are entered
into our database.
DR: What happens if you find a hair?
MR: I am not specifically trained to deal with
that eventuality. If it becomes apparent that there is
a frequent follicular issue then I will refer the
school administration to our sister organization, the
People for the Eradication of Long Obtrusive
Strands or PELOS.
DR: There is a separate institution just for
hair? This is kinda sounding like a bureaucratic
nightmare.
MR: Bureaucracy! I think not. We are an intricate response team dedicated to achieving our
goals. Complex systems of micromanagement and
overlapping authorities are the only way to deal
with hyper-simple problems. What other choice do
hand-wringers and indecisive moral relativists
have?
DR: I suppose we could just hand out more
condoms and blame Bush.
MR: True, but we’ve been doing that for five
years, and it hasn’t gotten us anywhere.

are very numerous in this area and are almost
impossible to keep out of buildings. They do not
transmit any type of disease and their presence in
buildings (or at picnics) is not indicative of unsanitary conditions. If a fruit fly lands in your soup,
I would recommend that you evict the fly with a
spoon, and then go ahead and eat the soup anyway. If you accidentally swallow one or more

fruit flies, don’t worry about it – they may tickle
your gullet on the way down, but won’t harm you
otherwise.

Letter to the Editor
To the Editor:
This letter is in reference to the article published last week in the Pan American in which an
insect apparently landed in someone’s broccoli
soup at the Student Union cafeteria. The insect in
the photograph appears to be a member of a group
commonly known as “fruit flies.” These insects

K. R. Summy
Board Certified Entomologist
Biology Department – Publicity Committee

NEWS
Activism
on UTPA
grounds
By JORGE A. RINCON
The Pan American
On Oct. 4, the University of TexasPan American hosted Bob Wing, a
political activist from California who
challenged students, faculty and staff at
the Student Union Theater to reflect on
different points of view.
Born on April 8, 1951, Mr. Wing, an
Asian American, experienced the
effects of racism at a very early age.
“When I was about a one or two
years old my family lived in a ‘white’
neighborhood where we were not
completely accepted. Some neighbors
petitioned for us to leave and even
collected signatures for this to happen,” said Wing.
Little by little, he began to comprehend the complexity of the time he
was living in. During the 1960s, when
he was about 17 years old, he began
to get involved in the political aspects
of society.
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President to receive new medallion PRSSA first

By VICTORIA RODRIGUEZ
The Pan American

Although President Blandina Cardenas
has held her office at The University of
Texas-Pan American for over a year, she is
only now having her own Presidential
Medallion made.
Melissa Lovingood, a lecturer in the art

department, is charged with the task of
designing and making the new piece.
“Whenever a university system has a
new president, they have that decision,”
she said. “They could keep the original
design, and the one used by the previous
president is given to him or her. But they
can indeed change it.”

Melissa Martinez/The Pan American

MOLDING TOGETHER - Melissa Lovingood, a lecturer in UTPA’s art department, is responsible for the president’s new medallion.

According to Lovingood, the medallion used by former president Miguel
Nevarez was not suited for the current
president’s petite female frame.
“We were having problems of weight.
It’s (Nevarez’s medallion) very big on her.
It was very bulky. It was really too heavy
and kept falling down,” said Lovingood.
“So we decided to keep the same design,
but to shrink it down a little bit. We
reduced it about a quarter of the size and
that reduced a lot of the weight.”
Nevarez’s medallion will be given to
him once Cardenas receives her new one,
which she plans to show off at the commencement ceremonies in December.
The newer version is going to have a
green and white enameled interior, as
opposed to the previous one, which was
entirely gold. According to Lovingood, it is
going to feature the university seal, and it
is a little more understated than the previous design.
“I think it’s also going to pop because
of the colors themselves. Sometimes when

See MEDALLION page 12

Phasing out hazing in communities
By JEANETTE FERRY-GOMEZ
The Pan American

Melissa Martinez/The Pan American

A STRUGGLE - Bob Wing
appeared at the Student Union
Theatre Tuesday night. Wing discussed issues such as racism.
“The 1960s was a time where things
changed. People no longer kept silence.
Personalities such as Martin Luther
King, Jr., Bobby Kennedy and Tommy
Smith were a huge influence to me,”
said Wing. Smith was the Olympic
sprinter who protested the treatment of
Black Americans with a famous protest
on the victory stand at the 1968 Mexico
City Olympics.
Those role models, along with his
ability to comprehend the political
and social tension and his desire for
change, led him to speak out against
racial inequality.

See ACTIVISM page 12

“Any action taken or situation created which recklessly or intentionally
endangers the mental or physical health
or safety of any person.”
“An initiation process involving
harassment.”
“Any intentional, knowing or
reckless act, occurring on or off campus of an education institution, by one
person or acting with others directed
against a student.”
These are just three definitions of
hazing according to Lycoming (Pa.)
College, Merriam-Webster Dictionary,
and the University of Texas-Pan
American student handbook.
“Any behavior that makes someone
feel humiliated or demeaned is hazing,”
explained Dawne Hill, coordinator of
campus activities at UTPA.
Each definition adds a new layer of significance to the word “hazing”, but what it
all boils down to is that the practice is
unacceptable under any circumstance.
“Unfortunately hazing is a societal
problem and the first step in helping to
eliminate this problem is to take a stand
against it and encourage others to do the
same,” said Jessica Leigh Pena, presi-

dent of Kappa Delta Chi at UTPA.
When most people think of hazing, college fraternities and sororities usually come
to mind. Members of these organizations
work hard to outdistance those stereotypes.
“Since [Kappa Delta Chi is] a Greek
organization, people generally assume
that hazing occurs, which is why we take
it upon ourselves to inform any interested ladies that we have a strong anti-hazing policy,” explained Pena.
But hazing can be incorporated into
any number of school or national organizations, from the military to athletics.
In a national survey conducted by
Alfred University in New York, of athletes from colleges and universities
belonging to the National Collegiate
Athletic Association (NCAA), it was
found that roughly 80 percent had experienced hazing.
Texas law says that hazing is punishable by a fine of $5,000 to $10,000 and/or
up to two years of jail time. Consent by
the individual undergoing hazing does not
constitute a valid defense.
However, hazing is not only illegal,
it’s also dangerous. Despite recent films
like Old School or Van Wilder often portray hazing as harmless initiation; it can
have serious consequences including

permanent injury or even death.
Though, military hazing is usually
cloaked by a strict vow of secrecy, an
incident in 1997 revealed the brutality of
military initiation. According to a CNN
report, 10 U.S. Marines were disciplined
for participating in the “blood pinning”
of several new recruits. This ceremony
involved pounding wing pins into the
chests of Marines who had successfully
completed parachute training.
According to an article at
www.StopHazing.org, Chuck Stenzel
was a promising young freshman at
Alfred. He decided to rush Klan Alpine,
a prestigious campus fraternity.
According to eyewitness reports he was
stuffed in a trunk with two other pledges
and instructed to consume a large

See HAZING page 12

Source: www.stophazing.org

of its kind
at UTPA

By STEPHANIE ESTRADA
The Pan American
They might be underestimated as the
“New Kid on the Block,” but the recently recognized chapter of the Public
Relations Student Society of America
(PRSSA) is ready to introduce itself to
the UTPA campus.
A direct branch of the Public
Relations Society of America (PRSA),
PRSSA was founded in 1968, with the
intention of networking
students with professional public
relations practitioners.
Now UTPA has received a charter to
establish a chapter of the organization,
which has 270 chapters nationwide and
more than 8,000 members. The UTPA
chapter has yet to establish a set number
of members since the recent approval in
September.
Dr. Petra Guerra of the communication department is the sponsor, and Kris
Taylor of Houston is the professional
adviser from the parent chapter. When
Guerra discovered the lack of a PRSSA
presence in the Rio Grande Valley, she
decided that it would be beneficial and
necessary to start one. The long-term
goal is to increase the number of students who eventually become professional practitioners in South Texas.
Nationally, Latino membership in the
PRSA is not very high, and UTPA’s
chapter will help those numbers to rise.
“In an area where Public Relations is
so strong, I don’t understand why people
are not involved,” Guerra said.
Many benefits come with being a
national chapter. The UTPA organization
can now go to conferences, participate in
events, take part in competitions that are
held by the national office, and be able to
apply for over $20,000 in scholarships
specifically for society members.
The chapter’s first step was obtaining
a charter, and now that they have
achieved that they are trying to spark
interest and recruit potential members.
Selena Alaniz and Lydia Salinas are
currently the only two members of the
society. This means that there are
offices available and there will be elec-

See PRSSA page 12
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Aldridge duo focuses on experimental psychology
By ADRIANA GARZA
The Pan American
There’s a joke in the University of
Texas-Pan American’s psychology
department about a poor, lost freshman
who’s looking for his professor.
“Hi, I’m looking for Dr. Aldridge,”
says the student. “Which one?” replies
the secretary. “Dr. James Aldridge,”
answers the student. “Which one?”
replies the secretary once again, leaving
the student bewildered.
Oddly enough, as a result of the marriage between professors James Aldridge
and Wendy James, now known as
Wendy James-Aldridge, there are two
professors in the psychology department
who answer to the name James Aldridge.
Aldridge, 57, has been teaching psychology at UTPA since the fall of 1977.
He’s conducted research over the years
and has published some of his findings
in various journals including the Journal
of Experimental Psychology and
Memory and Language.
He works in experimental psychology, conducting research on memory and
learning perceptions. His field of focus
is known as cognitive psychology, the
study of intellectual and mental processes. He’s currently working on research
about how much people remember after
they read a story.
According to Aldridge, a central

theme that has emerged from his
research is that human memory is much
less reliable than commonly thought.
“Probably the most important principle is that what you remember about a
situation is very heavily influenced by
how you perceived the situation in the
first place,” said Aldridge. “I’ve learned
not to trust memory at all, including
mine.”
Aldridge attended Fitzgerald High
School in Waren, Mich., a suburb of
Detroit. He attended Baylor University
as an undergraduate, where he started off
as a chemistry major but then switched
to psychology as a sophomore.
“I took an introductory psychology
course and it just struck me as way more
interesting,” said Aldridge.
He then attended graduate school at
the State University of New York at
Binghamton, where he received his doctorate in experimental psychology.
Aldridge’s wife is psychology
department chair Wendy JamesAldridge, 56. The couple has two children who graduated from Edinburg
North and who are now living in Austin.
Jesse, 20, is marketing his own software
while daughter Jennifer, 19, attends the
University of Texas-Austin.
According to James-Aldridge, there
is more to her husband than meets the
eye.
“He’s very easy-going but he thinks

a lot and there’s probably a lot more
going on inside his head than most people suspect just by watching him.” said
James-Aldridge. “I think the inside of
his head is maybe slightly more organized than his office, but I’m not sure it’s
a lot more organized than his office.”
She added that though his desk may
be unorganized, his teaching is anything
but.
“He knows exactly what kind of
point he wants to make and he tries to
lead up to it in a reasonable way,” says
James-Aldridge. “He’s very organized
and methodical in his teaching style.”

James-Aldridge, who has been teaching at UTPA for 31 years, also works in
experimental psychology, but has a different focus. As an animal psychologist
for the Gladys Porter Zoo in
Brownsville, she studies the behavior of
primates such as apes, chimpanzees,
gorillas, and orangutans.
Her research includes conducting
behavior profiles and studying the habitat view, environment enrichment, social
behavior, social structure, dominance,
and hierarchy.
As part of her research, JamesAldridge observes how members of the

Melissa Martinez/The Pan American

TEACHING DUO - Wendy James-Aldridge (left) and James Aldridge have
been teaching classes in UTPA’s psychology department for over 20 years.

chimpanzee group interact with one
another. She also pays attention to what
parts of the habitat are ordinarily used by
the high-ranking animals. The data accumulated helps the zoo make decisions on
how to redesign habitat.
“When we renovated the exhibit
area, we tried to put in more of the more
preferred types of areas,” said JamesAldridge, “So that more of the animals
could have those kinds of things available to them instead of creating another
single highly attractive spot which only
a few [high-ranking] animals would be
able to use.”
Having so many years experience at
UTPA between them, the couple has
seen the university mature over the past
25 years and like to think they played a
part in it.
“I have done a lot of research on
memory over that period of time and
published some of it,” said Aldridge.
“I’ve also been active in faculty organizations and just trying to improve the situation of faculty in universities.”
Aldridge is content with the work
that he’s doing and wants to continue
with it because it is working out well for
him.
“The fact that I’ve been at Pan Am
for all these years indicates I’m pretty
happy with it,” he said. “I really like it
here and I never really had any interest
in going anywhere else.”

Students get involved in psychological research studies
By HILDA LORIA
The Pan American
The psychology department is full of
students who sit in classrooms day after
day learning about the principles and
core ideas of the field. Some students,
however, are not only gaining the
knowledge, they are seeing it in action as
they participate act as research subjects,
assistants or, in some cases, as
researchers themselves.
“Participating as a human subject
allowed me to experience first-hand
what I was learning in my psychology
class,” said junior education major
Christine Poliquit. “It was a new and
interesting experience that made me
even more interested in the field.”
Junior marketing major Henry
Espulgar agreed.
“Participating in an experiment was
a very interesting experience,” Espulgar
said. “It gave me insight as to how the
study of psychology is applied in everyday life.”
Poliquit and Espulgar, like many student subjects, initially participated in an
experiment to gain extra credit from
their Introduction to Psychology professors. Both students and professors agree
that by doing this, it’s a win-win situa-

tion.
“One of the hopes is that students
will get a first-hand experience for
what research is all about,” said
Assistant Professor Grant Benham, of
the department of psychology and
anthropology. “Their participation is
very valuable for generating knowledge for the study.”
However, not everyone gets involved
for the extra credit. Many majors view

˙ Must be approved by
Institutional Review Board
˙ Subjects must not be
harmed
˙ Subjects must be
informed of risks.
Source: Grant Benham,
Institutional Review Board

the experience as their ticket to graduate
school. As they prepare to enter grad
school, many engage in psychological
studies to obtain research experience, a
factor that weighs heavily in the graduate school admissions process.

“Having research experience will be
helpful in getting into grad school and
working in a clinical setting,” explained
senior psychology major Jennifer
Barrera. “I also want to be able to have a
general knowledge of all areas of clinical psychology.”
Barrera is currently working with
Benham on a study about the effects of
stress on skin.
“I’ve learned a lot already,” Barrera
said. “I already feel like I’m going to be
more prepared for grad school.”
Senior psychology and sociology
double major Melanie Peralez was
inspired to begin research after she
attended a psychology conference in
Louisiana during her freshman year.
Under the guidance of Assistant
Professor Kristin Croyle of the psychology and anthropology department,
Peralez researched the effects of physical and mental health on the GPAs of
Hispanic undergraduates.
Upon completing her work, Peralez
presented a poster with the results at a
conference in San Antonio her sophomore year.
“It was a little tough in the beginning, but Dr. Croyle showed me how to
do things step-by-step,” Peralez said. “I
was applying what I was learning.”

This experience also helped Peralez
come to a realization.
“I learned that I’m actually going to
want to do this for the rest of my life.”
Peralez is the president of the
Psychology Club, and Barrera is the
vice-president of the psychology honor
society, Psi Chi. Both groups learn about
current topics in psychology. Psi Chi
members, under the guidance of
Benham, explore resources that will better prepare them for acceptance and
eventual enrollment into graduate
school.
FOLLOWING THE RULES
Before students or anyone else can
participate in a psychological experiment, however, the Institutional Review
Board must approve the study.
According to Benham, chair of the
Institutional Review Board, the system
of approval was created to protect
human subjects from unethical studies
and situations in which researchers may
not realize the possible effects of their
studies on their subjects.
Prior to the creation of the
Institutional Review Board, researchers
often unwittingly caused psychological
or physical harm to their subjects in the
course of a study.
Today, there are certain criteria that

need to be fulfilled before an experiment
or study can be conducted. At the top of
that list is the stipulation that subjects
are not to be harmed in any way, and
must be informed of any potential risks.
Depending on the level of risk posed
by a particular study, proposals are
reviewed and approved by Benham
alone or by a full committee, which consists of various members including other
psychology professors and non-scientific members.
“It’s not something where everything’s written in stone,” Benham said.
“Everybody has their own opinion
whether the study should be done. So,
we need a diverse ensemble of members
in this committee.”
Benham explained that in nearly all
studies, informed consent is necessary.
This is usually acquired by requesting
that each participant read and sign a consent form. This means that subjects must
be told ahead of time what research participation involves. Subjects also have
the right to withdraw from the study.
Additional protections exist for vulnerable populations such as children,
prisoners, pregnant women, and the cognitively impaired. Once the committee
approves the protocol, research can be
conducted.
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Local ophthalmologist improves patient quality of life, outlook
By LUKE KOONG
The Pan American
He was only six, but he had high aspirations.
Dr. Raul A. Peña, director and founder of the
Peña Eye Institute, overcame adversity and has
become one of the state’s leading experts in LASIK
surgery, having worked on Keith Davis of the
Dallas Cowboys and three members of the Houston
Texans. But he says that the regular patients’ attitude, not their status, makes his job exciting.
“My dream patient is the patient that walks
through my door and ...is eager to get rid of his or
her glasses,” the McAllen native said. “When
they’re sitting in front of me on the chair, they’re
the most important person that I want to help. The
ones that are excited about it make me excited
about it.”
Peña, or Raulito as he is known in several of his
media advertisements, says he realized his goal
was to become a doctor after a visit to the family
doctor when he was six years old.
“I was so impressed that [my doctor] knew
everything that I had that right there and then I
knew that I either wanted to be a doctor or a fortune
teller,” said Peña. “I became a doctor.”
Upon completion of medical school at the
University of Monterrey, Mexico, Peña took part in
ophthalmology research at the Retina Institute of
Maryland, three years of internal medicine at Texas
A&M’s Scott & White Medical Center, and three
years of ophthalmology residency at the University
of Cincinnati Medical School, serving as chief resident in his final year.
Unlike the story told on his ubiquitous radio
spots, Peña says he did not actually know what kind

of doctor he wanted to become until he was in medical school. In fact, it was not until after he experienced his first cataract surgery during a rotation that
he chose to enter the ophthalmology field.
“A patient’s daughter had him by the arm and
was guiding him because he couldn’t see anything,”
Pena explained. “I was just helping with the
cataract surgery because I was just a medical student, but after the cataract surgery, the next day, he
could see and you couldn’t keep up with him.”
After seeing how dramatically the patient’s
attitude an quality of life improved overnight as a
result of the surgery, there was no doubt in Peña’s
mind about what lay ahead.
“Right then and there I knew that that’s what I
wanted to do.” Peña said. “I wanted to help everyone to see better so that they can enjoy life.”
Upon completion of his residency, Peña and
his family returned to the Valley. He founded the
Peña Eye Institute to foster the continual eye care of
residents of the Valley, so that they would not have
to travel long distances for state-of-the-art technology.
In the past, residents had to go to Houston or
Dallas for any kind of eye surgery. Now, however,
many patients come down to McAllen to see Peña
and his staff.
The work done by Peña and his office has
touched the lives of many patients. People from all
walks of life have come to him to obtain vision correction and almost all of them have walked away
happier and thankful for a new life. Although he
works with some high profile patients, like UTPA
basketball coach Robert Davenport, Pena strives to
help the common people as well.

Self-defense class for students
By CELINA A. GILPATRICK
The Pan American
Fall 2004. It was 3 a.m. and Irasema Silva was
walking to her dorm on the University of Texas-Pan
American campus, from her job at nearby Pizza Hut.
It was then that the junior political science major was
grateful she’d taken a course in self-defense.
“This person came from behind me and put their
arms around me and tried to drag me away,” Silva
recalls. “I used a technique they taught me in a selfdefense class that I took about two years ago.”
Silva broke free from the stranger and ran the rest

of the way to her dorm.
“I think about it now and it really helped me a
lot,” she recalled. “I can’t imagine how I would have
defended myself the way I did that day if I hadn’t
taken that course,”
Beginning today, all students across campus will
have an opportunity to learn psychological and physical resistance tactics, in a self-defense course being
offered by the University of Texas-Pan American
Counseling Center.
The course, which will run for six weeks from
Oct. 6 to Nov. 10, is a beginner level one offered free

See DEFENSE page 12

Crime Statistics
Location
On Campus

Sex Offenses,
Forcible

Aggravated Assault

Simple Assault

2002
1

2003
1

2004
1

Residential Facilities

0

1

0

Non-Campus
Public Property

1

0

0

On Campus

1
1

0
1

0
0

Residential Facilities

0

0

0
0

Non-Campus

7

0

Public Property

0

1

1

On Campus

10

11

11

Residential Facilities

3

1

3

Non-Campus

19

0

0

0

12

0

Public Property

Source: UTPA Campus Safety Report

“There are a lot of cases that nobody knows
about, but it has changed [his patient’s] lives. They
come back and tell me how they have changed their
lives. They’re liberated from their glasses,” Peña
said. “They go to the beach, go hunting and do other
things that I’ve mentioned before.”
LESSONS LEARNED
Despite his success, Peña knows that there are
others who are less fortunate. He learned the importance of helping others from watching his own parents’ adversity.
“I saw my dad and my mother really working
hard and getting to a point where they succeeded by
being honest, by being caring, and by doing the

Melissa Martinez/The Pan American

ALL SEEING EYE - Pena’s generosity and
community involvement continue to drive him,
despite his success in the medical field.

right thing,” Peña said. “I want to get into a position
so that I can do that myself and help others advance
in whatever dreams they might have.”
Last Christmas, Peña and his family distributed toys and toolboxes to those in need and visited
orphanages in Mexico, handing out toys to young
children. According to him, there is more to life
than being rich and successful.
“It’s not ‘let’s work so hard and try to make
money and keep it all and hog it up.’ It’s about what
are you going to do with what you’re accomplishing,” Peña said. “I want to help as many people and
kids as I can.”
Peña further explained some of the community
activities that he and the Eye Institute participate in.
According to Pena, the Eye Institute is involved
in community activities with charitable organizations such as Docs for Tots, Ronald McDonald
House, and Driscoll Hospital. He and his wife are
also co-chairmen of the American Heart
Association Gala and the American Diabetes
Association Gala.
“We’re always trying to help out where we can,
especially anyone who wants to get into the medical
profession,” Peña said.
Recently, he has been looking into the possibility of creating a Peña Eye Institute Foundation, to
continue the charity work. He also hopes to create a
scholarship for nursing students at UTPA and other
universities.
Though, Peña continues to enjoy all aspects of
his work, his favorite part is the opportunity to
change a person’s life forever.
“That’s the good thing about it. I’m helping
them get what they want,” he said.

Booming gaming industry
inspires students, professors
By LYLONY CAZARES
The Pan American
She was one step closer to her dream job, but
didn’t take any specialized courses to get there.
Instead, she read a lot of books.
In the span of about one month, senior computer science major Mary Tenorio designed a video
game similar to Astroids, a widely known game in
the industry.
“I have learned on my own,” said Tenorio.
The computer science department at the
University of Texas-Pan American offers classes in
digital media, computer graphics, and algorithms,
offering knowledge that can be combined and used
to design a game. However, as of yet, students are
on their own when it comes to incorporating that
knowledge into the making of a video game.
This is going to change. According to department chair Peter Ng, courses focusing specifically
on the making of video games will be offered at
UTPA within the next year or two.
“We just asked the faculty to consider [teaching
courses in gaming] two months ago and some have
expressed a strong interest in the area,” said Ng. “I
really want to strengthen what we have now and we
are trying to move to this area, which is so popular
in the industry.”

Assistant Professor Xusheng Wang is ready to
teach game development in a special topics class.
“For undergraduates we can focus on 2D
games. Today on the Web you can see a lot of these
kinds of games,” said Wang. “Many students are
very interested in gaming courses, but may find that
they don’t have enough fundamental knowledge [to
develop a 3-D game].”
Video games are a growing part of the technology industry, said Ng, and universities nationwide
are beginning to offer related courses to prepare the
next generation of gaming professionals.
“Gaming is a profitable and blooming industry,”
Ng said. “And the computer science department is
considering offering a sequence of courses in
designing and developing, marketing and management of games.”
With a $10 billion-a-year industry, future gaming professionals need to know the intricate details
of the job, including rendering pixels and understanding the physics of an object. The new courses
will help students gain experience needed to compete in the industry.
“I think we have many positions on the job market today,” Wang said. “Also, I believe this will
keep growing, so if the department has this concentration, it will provide students an opportunity to

See GAMING page 12
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México salda el adeudo del agua
Por ANA LEY
traducido Por SILVIA LORENZEN
The Pan American
Carlos Marín estaba seguro que México
cumpliría su promesa de pagar al Valle del Río
Grande su deuda de agua de 13 años.
De hecho, a sólo tres días de que los últimos
4,000 acres-pie fueran entregados a los Estados
Unidos, Marín, quien funge
como comisionado interino
de
la
Comisión
Internacional de Aguas
Fronterizas (USIBWC), se
dirigió a un grupo de ciudadanos de la Cámara de
Comercio de Weslaco e
informó que los dos países
“estaban trabajando en el
cálculo final y que la fecha
límite sería el primero de
octubre de 2005”.
El gobernador Rick
Perry ve el pago de la deuda
del agua como un nuevo
inicio para las relaciones entre los dos países.
“Esto es una tremenda victoria para los dos
países” dijo Perry en una entrevista para
Brownsville Herald. “Ahora que se saldó la
deuda, los dos países deben continuar trabajando
de buena fe para cumplir con las demandas de
agua de los ciudadanos en ambos lados del Río
Grande en los años venideros”.

En el Tratado de Aguas Internacionales de
1944 se estableció que México entregaría un
promedio anual de 350,000 pies-acre a la Cuenca
del Río Grande. Desde el ciclo 1992-1997 y continuando en el ciclo 1997-2002 México gradualmente ha acumulado un déficit, el cual por
muchos años ha creado fricción entre los dos países.
El tratado más reciente, por el cual México
fue forzado a cumplir con la
fecha límite del primero de
octubre, fue negociado el 10 de
marzo de 2005. El tercer año
del ciclo quinquenal terminó
en septiembre 30. El país ha
enfrentado un déficit anual
promedio de 600,000 acrespie. En 2005, este verano fue
de sólo 100,000 y los Estados
Unidos tenía la confirmación
por escrito de que México
pagaría
Un acre-pie equivale a
Gob. Rick Perry 43,560 pies cúbicos de agua,
lo cual es suficiente para
cubrir un área de un acre con la profundidad de
un pie.
Lo más alto que el déficit ha llegado es a 1.5
millones de acres-pie, hace dos años y medio.
El pago fue hecho principalmente a través de
transferencias a las presas Falcón y Amistad, las
más importantes almacenadoras de agua de la
frontera México-americana. Para el 30 de sep-

Q “Los dos paises
deben continuar trabajando de buena fe para
cumplir con las
demandas de agua de
los ciudadanos en
ambos lados del Rio
Grande en los años
venideros.”

Joel de la Rosa/The Pan American
TALKING ABOUT IT - Veronica Zavala, a junior biology major, signs the table of support for breast
cancer awareness, sponsored by Sigma Lambda Gamma, Tuesday in the Student Union.

tiembre, la presa Falcón tenía una profundidad de
282.35 pies y la Amistad 1,111.29. El primero de
octubre la presa Falcón tenía 282.81 y la Amistad
estaba a 1,110.73. La presa Falcón, a un nivel normal tendría 301.20 pies. Para la Amistad, el nivel
normal sería de 1,117.00 pies.
La portavoz de USIBWC Sally Spencer
desea aclarar que la entrega final de México no
hace un cambio significativo en las reservas de
Estados Unidos.
“Las reservas pueden almacenar varios millones de acres-pie” dijo Spener. “Al 30 de septiembre de 2005, las reservas internacionales de
Amistad y Falcón eran de 97.1 por ciento de la
capacidad de reservas de los Estdos Unidos. Para
julio del 2002, la capacidad estaba bajo el 25 por
ciento. Como pueden observar, en los años
recientes la capacidad de almacenamiento de los

Estados Unidos se ha incrementado significativamente -ambos debido a las entregas de agua
hechas por México para pagar el déficit, así como
también a corrientes acuíferas de los Estados
Unidos”.
Aunque el reciente pago de agua de México
debe aliviar los recortes en la irrigación, Spencer
cree que no es razonable pensar que los problemas
de agua de los Estados Unidos desaparecieron
debido al pago final de México.
“Estas entregas han llegado durante algunos
años, los niveles de las reservas se han incrementado gradualmente durante ese tiempo, y el pago
final no fue una gran cantidad” dijo Spencer.
Traducción cortesía del Centro de Idiomas,
una iniciativa de alcanza educativa del
Departamento de Letras y Lenguas Modernas de
UTPA.
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Silent character brings new voice to play

By MEREDITH LAGRONE
The Pan American
With the arrival of a well known director to
the University of Texas Pan American campus,
students in the theatre department are exploring
new and exciting aspects of their acting.
Milcha Sanchez Scott is the director and
writer of “The Old Matador,” which started
Wednesday and continues through Sunday at the
Albert L. Jeffers Theatre in the Communication
Arts and Sciences Building. She is a visiting
professor from Hollywood, Calif., who taught at
UTPA for a short period of time five years ago.
In her second tour of the university she introduces a unique element to her work.
In her play, there is a pivotal character, Paco,
who has no speaking lines.
Sanchez Scott believes this role brings a
great deal to the play, even though the character
has no dialogue.
“This particular character was designed as a
dancer who couldn’t speak and spoke with his
gestures and his feet,” she explained. “What it
adds to the play is humor and seeing the many
ways we can express ourselves without speech.”
Oscar Mascorro is Paco.
He explains that he is in all the bar scenes
in the production. He is a dancer in the bar but

has no actual speaking lines.
“The best thing about my part is the challenge of expressing the thoughts of my character and his feelings through sheer body language
and movement with no lines,” he said.
Mascorro has experience in acting without
speaking; he was in two previous productions in
which he played characters with no lines. In one
he was a clown, and in another he played a
Japanese soldier. He believes those roles gave
him the training he needed in order to do Paco
justice.
“These parts also dealt with a lot of physical
movement and comedy that I believe helped me
prepare for this role,” said Mascorro.
Sanchez Scott is enthusiastic about
Mascorro’s portrayal of Paco.
"He is a very charismatic actor," she said.
"He brings out so much with his face and body
that words are unnecessary. It is a great acting
challenge and he rises to it beautifully."
Sanchez Scott believes Mascorro has worked
hard to get the very best out of his character.
“The character is a flamenco dancer,” she
said. “Oscar didn’t know how to dance in that
style. He actually had to learn, and fairly quickly, because he has a whole dance number and
because he had to learn how to use the flamenco

Joey Cortez/The Pan American
NOW PLAYING - Oscar Mascorro, junior theater
major, as Paco, the flamenco dancer. Paco is a
major character in the play, despite having no
speaking parts.

shoes.”
Sonia Chapa, a lecturer in communication

studies who owns and operates her own dancing
school, actually taught him how to dance flamenco, Sanchez Scott added.
Learning flamenco is not the only thing that
keeps Mascorro busy. He is an active full-time
student who also works. He was excited to add
one more thing to his schedule because of his
familiarity with Sanchez Scott.
"I couldn't pass up a chance to work with
Milcha Sanchez Scott,” he said. “I am a big fan
of her play ‘Roosters’ and wanted to be a part of
something great."
Sanchez Scott feels a similar sentiment
toward theatre students at UTPA.
“I am very fond of Pan Am and the students
here,” she said. “When I was here before, a lot
of the students came to L.A., and many stayed
with me at my house until they got going. I sort
of have a personal interest in the theatre department here at the university.”
Sanchez Scott is here for the remainder of
the semester and is teaching a class called
Special Projects in Dramatic Writing. She will
also be doing workshop sessions and consulting
during her stay.
“The Old Matador,” the story of an old man
who is trying to relive his youth as a matador
ends Oct. 9. Call 381-3581 for ticket info.

Dabrowski to conduct VSO’s premiere concert
By MARK LAGUNEZ
The Pan American
It is inspirational. It is expressive. It
is beautiful. Very different from your average movie with popcorn, and yet just as
thrilling and emotionally intense.
Tonight marks the beginning of the
Valley Symphony Orchestra’s concert
season, as the VSO, led by conductor
Peter Dabrowski, will perform in the
UTPA Fine Arts Auditorium at 8 p.m.
Selections will include Tchaikovsky’s
“Capriccio
Italien,”
Beethoven’s
“Symphony no. 1 in C Major,” Seale’s “A
Winged Adventure,” and Dukas’s
“Sorcerer’s Apprentice.”
Donald Curry, a VSO trombone
player for the past 10 years, described
some of the music the orchestra will be
playing.
“I think people will like it. It’s some
of the standard repertoire,” he said. “It
should be pretty exciting. The conductor’s
interpretation of Tchaikovsky is a little
different than what you’d hear in the
United States.”
According to Curry, Dabrowski
spent several months this year studying
the piece in Russia. Although the notes

don’t change, the note lengths, tempo,
style and dynamics are all dictated by the
conductor.
Thursday’s performance will also
include an original work by Dr. Carl
Seale, composer emeritus of the VSO.
His “A Winged Adventure” is a mixture of
music and multimedia that relies on widescreen photos and video of Valley
wildlife.
The final piece on Thursday night
will be Dukas’s “Sorcerer’s Apprentice.”
Anyone who has watched Walt Disney’s
“Fantasia” will instantly recognize this
classic. It recreates through music the
story of a spell cast by a sorcerer’s lazy
assistant, but gone terribly wrong. The
boy tries to stop an enchanted broom from
rapidly overfilling a tub of water, but
when he chops up the broom the broken
pieces rise up and continue to bring water.
A bassoon solo accentuates the ominous
tone of the story.
The VSO often plays to sold-out
audiences and the group predicts this season will be no less eventful. Expectations
are high on the parts of both the UTPA
community and members of the orchestra.
However, there are students who consider

the ticket prices a drawback.
“I’ve gone a couple years ago,” said
Joe Dimas, a sophomore computer science major. “I liked the music, it was very
relaxing. But $20 is too much for college
students. I think $10 is reasonable. If you
have the money, it’s a good place to go for
something different.”
There are others, though, who do
think the price is worth it.
“I’d pay because I like that kind of
stuff,” said Anna Mena, a junior math
major. “I like listening to it. It’s inspiring.
To me, the music is peaceful.”
Actual ticket prices range from $15
to $40 with the more expensive seats in
the front, and students and seniors with a
valid ID can get $5 off. Furthermore, the
UTPA Fine Arts Auditorium is small
enough that there’s no such thing as a bad
seat.
Curry also offers other reasons to
attend an orchestra performance.
“The orchestra improves every year,
especially for a place like this,” he said.
“It’s not near a big city like Dallas-Fort
Worth. It’s a good caliber orchestra for a
place that’s out of the way. There’s a good
concentration of talented musicians here

Courtesy of Ted Lane
CENTERSTAGE - Conductor Peter Dabrowski leads the VSO at a performance
in the UTPA Fine Arts Auditorium last year.

in the Valley. [The VSO] has gotten a little bigger, and it improves the quality of
the orchestra and lets it play more difficult
stuff.”
According to Kristin Keys, a VSO
bass player and a senior at Edinburg
North, attending a concert is a chance to
open up the mind.
“It’s different, culturally, from
what’s here,” said Keys. “You just have to
listen to it. It’s awesome, and it raises your
IQ.”
Despite being one of the youngest
players in the group, Keys is just as talented as the older members, and her pursuit
of music has opened up many opportuni-

ties at colleges looking for good musicians.
“Music has made me a much better
person, more responsible,” she noted.
“Before I even played an instrument, I
didn’t care about academics. Since I got
into music, I care about my future. It kept
me focused.”
The orchestra members hope their
passion and commitment comes across as
the latest season begins tonight; the season is underwritten by Rio Grande
Regional Hospital. For info on tickets or
season subscriptions, or to donate to the
VSO, call (956) 393-2293 or visit
www.valleyorchestra.org.
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By MEREDITH LAGRONE
The Pan American

One of the richest elements of South Texas is its nature and
wildlife. Stepping outside of the cities that are a part of the metro area
of the Rio Grande Valley, one finds a wealth of birds, insects, plants,
and fish that a select group of people fights to conserve.
The Valley Land Fund, formed in 1986, strives daily to help preserve wildlife habitat in southmost Texas. One of the main methods
members use to spread awareness is distribution of the book it publishes every two years. The book, this year called “Visions of South Texas:
Beyond the Ranch Gate,” features a collection of photos from the
group’s photography contest, held every two years.
Audrey Martin, editor of the book, said it’s not something the
group had planned from the start.
“We ended up with a beautiful display of photos which ended up
in various places,” said Martin. “Wherever it landed someone would
come up and say, ‘When are you going to put these things in a book?’
We had not envisioned one in the early days, but we figured it would
make a good gift.”
Martin said the first book came out in time for the Christmas holidays in ’95.
The photographs that are featured come from photographers who
specialize in wildlife photography. Larry Ditto and his photography
partner Greg Lasley were the grand-prize winners in 2000. Ditto
thinks the fund is a great channel for wildlife conservation.
“I think the main thing the Valley Land Fund has contributed to
the Valley is it’s done as much as anyone, with the exception of
Richard Moore and his program, to educate the general public about
wildlife and habitat conservation,” said Ditto. “The number one
achievement of the fund is that the public has been educated through
the book.”
Since the fund is a trust, members try to make sure the book is
paid for before they send it to be printed. They accomplish this
through pre-selling. Although the book has already sold many copies,

und

Courtesy of Valley Land Fund

Rio Grande leopard frog, at Las Colmenas Ranch
Photo by Derrick Hamrick

SOUTH TEXAS

it will not actually be in local stores for a couple of months.
“Book six will be out Christmas ‘05,” said Martin. “It will be
available in early November. Nov. 19 is the dedication party, and the
book will be available to the public on the 20th.”
The book is made in the off years, after the latest contest has been
held. Photographers who want to compete fill out an entry form and
pay a fee, which varies depending on which division and contest they
enter. They then go on to spend a period of a few months, which also

Least Grebe, at Tecomate Ranch

varies from year to year, with a South Texas landowner. While living
on this person’s land, the photographer takes photos of wildlife such
as deer, javelinas, lizards and toads that will be submitted to the panel
of judges. The photos are then presented in the form of a portfolio,
with the winning shots comprising the fund book.
This year’s edition features a dedication written by Hollywood
actor Tommy Lee Jones, and a foreword by Texas hero and pro-baseball star Nolan Ryan.
“They were significant Texas landowners,” said Martin, explaining why they were chosen. “They were not just a well-known name.
Then it was just a matter of getting to them and presenting the project.
We initially had a list of about five, and the first two actually said yes.”
The book represents South Texas in its natural entirety.
According to Martin, the farthest this book has traveled is San
Antonio, where it was bound. The rest of the production was done
locally.
“The book will be dedicated to Frank and Mary Yturria,” said
Martin. “The Yturria ranch originally covered something like 200,000
acres here in South Texas. Tommy Lee Jones is a good friend of theirs,
so he did the dedication.”
Many agree that the book is an excellent opportunity to raise
awareness for conservation and preservation in the Valley.
Martin Hagne, executive director of Weslaco’s Valley Nature
Center, wrote 90 percent of the captions in this year’s book and is one
of the South Texans fighting to conserve the area’s wildlife.
“We don’t work in any official capacity in conjunction with the
Valley Land Fund,” said Hagne, “But we work on projects with them
now and again. The captions for the book are more educational this
year than they ever have been.”
Hagne’s facility also serves in an educational capacity in the
Mid-Valley.
“We do a lot of work with schools. Last year we serviced about
6,000 kids,” he said. “We don’t have any kind of official protection for
the six acres we have here; the city leases it to us, and we just have to
keep hoping they’re willing to continue that.”
Lending a helping hand with the fund is Bob Simpson, part
owner of the architectural firm, Boltinghouse-Simpson. He is also a
past president of the Valley Land Fund, serving in 2003-2004, and
believes strongly in the work of the fund.
“I think it contributes a lot in a couple of aspects. One is raising
awareness by educating the public about the importance of wildlife
habitat conservation,” said Simpson. “We are also trying to create economic incentives for landowners to protect their property, take care of

Photo by Bill Draker

it and manage the wildlife. By doing that, it creates different incentives for landowners. Some of the landowners have started leasing
their ranches to photographers, leasing photo blinds.”
Simpson said he has always been an outdoors person. He has
been involved in the Coastal Conservation Association and the Texas
Tropic Nature Festival, where he is still on the board of directors. He
spends much of his spare time working to preserve the nature of South
Texas.
The photo contest set for 2006 begins with registration Jan. 1,
and runs through August. In that span shooters and landowners will
spend time together, take photographs, and assemble portfolios. At the
end of the contest, judging is followed by an awards weekend, including a preview party and a dinner.
Information about the contest or book can be directed to the
Valley Land Fund, at (956) 686-6429. Other information can be
obtained at www.valleylandfund.com.

White-tailed deer, at Las Colmenas Ranch
Photo by Derrick Hamrick
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Newcomer to Valley brings a touch of nature
By KRISTINA GARCIA-CORRAL
The Pan American

my passion and enthusiasm for what I
was doing helped carry me through durIf nature and photography is your ing those formative years,” said Hoyt.
thing, then Ruth Hoyt is the woman you
Because Hoyt loves what she does
need to know. Hoyt is a nature photogra- and is so passionate about it, she feels that
pher who has been refining her craft for people must take time out to learn about
many years and also teaching what she what they’re shooting.
knows in the process.
“I believe the more you know about
Hoyt bought her first camera in your subject, the better the perspective
1989 and decided to take a photography you will have for photographing it,” said
class. After only two years, she became a Hoyt.
teacher herself,
Hoyt’s
and
now
love of wildlife
describes herself
and the outdoors
as a “naturalist
was the reason
and
full-time
for her move
photographer.”
from St. Louis to
“I have to
the Valley in
admit I know a
January 2000.
lot more about
Her ranch has
photography
Courtesy of John Pickles been host to varnow than I did THERE TO HERE - Hoyt photographing Salmon ious photograback then, but Glacier, the largest glacier in North America.
phers,
work-

shops and nature lovers in general.
Her work has appeared in various
magazines and books such as National
Geographic, Texas Monthly, and Wildlife
in Focus. It is being displayed in the halls
of Rio Grande Regional Hospital in
McAllen, and at the Smithsonian Institute
and Missouri Botanical Garden.
The full-time photographer and
teacher is also founder of two organizations which promote nature photography,
Missouri Nature and Environmental
Photographers (MoNEP) and Texas
Nature and Environmental Photographers
(TexNEP). Hoyt also finds time to organize the Valley Land Fund’s biennial
nature photography contest.
“Ruth is a first class nature photographer. She has an eye for seeing a picture
and translating it to a photograph,” said
Mark Glazer, professor at UTPA and
member of TexNEP, who met Hoyt while
attending the first class she taught in

McAllen. “Ruth has also been
a truly outstanding leader for
TexNEP. Without her organizational skills TexNEP could
not accomplish what it has.”
Currently Hoyt is teaching a nature photography
class during the week at the
Edinburg
Chamber
of
Commerce on Monday,
Wednesday, and Thursday Hummingbird
Courtesy of Ruth Hoyt
evenings, but the schedule is subject to “One of the greatest joys I have when I’m
change. If interested, call the Edinburg teaching is when students suddenly
Chamber of Commerce at 383-4974. understand and become excited about
Hoyt will also be hosting a trip to Rancho whatever I have been discussing, whether
los Ebanos, Mexico later this month. She we are in the classroom or out in the
hosts photo workshops and tours all field,” said Hoyt.
around the United States and does classes
Private instruction may also be
for beginner, intermediate, and advanced arranged and is provided for beginners,
photographers in both digital and film intermediate, and advanced photograformat. Her classes not only cover techni- phers as well. Her work and information
cal aspects but also concentrate on tech- about her classes and workshops can be
niques and certain subjects of interest.. obtained at www.ruthhoyt.com.

‘Family Guy’ fandom grows with new release Ten City Run gives country music run for money
By BRIAN CARR
The Pan American

ing a self-inflicted near-death experience and brief
trip to a personally conceived hell. The journey
When Fox’s “The Family Guy” debuted in 1999 involves a bout with alcoholism, a sexually motivatmany viewers, fans and opponents alike agreed that ed Winnebago ride to California and time-travel some
the show’s edgy material
30 years into the future. It
would make the cartoon a
is in this world-of-tomortarget for controversy.
row where Stewie discovIndeed the show’s subers a socially inept, sexuject matter, which critics call
ally soft future version of
chauvinistic, racist, and
himself who bides his
homophobic, ultimately cost
time reading Parade
“The Family Guy” its conMagazine and unsuccesstract with Fox, which resultfully flirting with his
ed in cancellation of the
Circuit Shack coworkers,
show following the third searather than dastardly
son. But syndication through
scheming toward world
the Cartoon Network and
domination as the Stewie
record-breaking DVD sales
of the past would have
of the show’s first three seadone.
sons forced Fox to rethink its
As most followers
relationship with Seth
of the series would imagMacFarlane, creator of the
ine, the creators achieve
now-famous toon. And after
the same candid level of
a three-season hiatus the
hilarity, poking fun at pop
show was resurrected from
culture of the past 20
re-run obscurity and
years,
as
they
Courtesy of EyeCraveDVD.com unabashedly
returned to Fox’s primebash
time lineup on Sundays.
through the cheese of our TV-obsessed society, as in
Now in its fourth season, “The Family Guy” has regular programming. But un-tethered by prime-time
fortified its position as one of the leading prime-time mores, MacFarlane and company are able to delve
cartoons on the airwaves, rivaling The Simpsons and deeper and more dirtily into the social muck, leaving
Southpark in popularity. And with last week’s release very few societal stones unturned as they romp
of the straight-to-DVD movie “Stewie Griffin: The through the perimeters of political correctness in
Untold Story,” the franchise has achieved feature- attempts to offend everybody.
presentation status for the first time.
Mission accomplished!
The newfound format, which frees the creators
Thin-skinned viewers will undoubtedly be emoof the controversial show from censorship scrutiny tionally bruised within the first few frames. But the
for the first time, has been fully taken advantage of, as blatant stereotyping and subsequent paradigm slaughthe cast of characters unleash F-words, sexual innuen- ter hurts so good, and taken lightly can be viewed as
does and general fart-joke-level humor at machine- catharsis rather than a catalyst of social outrage.
gun rapid will.
Peter and Lois get it on, Meg becomes Ron,
The feature follows Stewie Griffin, the would- Chris becomes a cop, and Quagmire gets handcuffed.
be infamous infant, in his search for substance follow- The debauchery is delightful.

By JEANETTE FERRY-GOMEZ
The Pan American

The name comes from a song by The Byrds
titled: “Truck Stop Girl,” about a highway trucker who
falls in love on the road. The lyric that inspired the San
Antonio band’s name was: “He was so young and on
a ten city run, in love with a truck stop girl.”
When asked how he felt about winning the contest, “Stoked!” Frank said. “Our win is also a win for
San Antonio; con mucho amore, gracias San Antonio,
Tejas.”
The band’s prize for winning the competition
was a one-year contract with Universal South Records
in Nashville. Ten City Run plans to release their first
album soon.

Move over Garth and Reba. There’s a new band
in town, and their unique brand of country and blues is
jazzing up the country music scene.
Ten City Run is a country music band based out
of San Antonio. This September they were selected as
the winners of the Dr. Pepper Texas Country Reporter
“Texas Country Star” contest at the Texas Country
Reporter 10th Annual Festival in Waxahachie, near
Dallas. Lucky McClain, the drummer, registered the
band for the Texas Country Reporter Contest, and out
of a total of 350 bands, they came out on top.
They drew rave reviews from other
musicians.
“That little San Antonio band
cooks!” said John Beland of the Flying
Burrito Brothers, another group of San
Antonio performers.
Hans Frank, Ten City Run lead
vocalist, and Johnny Issacs, lead guitarist, started the band about two years
ago. Frank used to do a one-man theatrical show in Austin called “Lonely
Highway.” In need of a back-up band,
Courtesy of Ten City Run
Frank met Isaacs through an ad in the
KICKIN’ IT ACROSS TEXAS - Johnny Isaacs (guitar/vocals),
San Antonio Express-News. It evolved Lucky McClaine (drums) and Hans Frank (bass/vocals).
into Ten City Run; after going through
four drummers they finally found what they were
“We will be going into the studio, most probably,
looking for in McClain, and they began to hone their in the next month,” said Frank, also the main songunique music.
writer for the band. “We feel honored to be teaming up
“Our style is country, garage rock, surf music,” with Universal South, look for our album, it’ll be bangsaid McClain, who began his music career around the ing!”
age of 14 when he picked up a pair of sticks and startFor more on Ten City Run and the upcoming
ed beating out rhythms on the drum. Later he moved album click on www.10cityrun.com.
on to guitar, and now he counts song writing among
his many talents. Nearing 50, he still enjoys music and
Do you have an event you would
has been in several blues rock bands.
like covered in the Pan American?
“Psychedelic country, a little jagged around the
Contact us two weeks in advance
edges, advancing the roughness of the old guys. In
short, the antithesis of the mainstream “country” marwith the information at:
ket,” said Frank of the band’s eclectic approach to
jason.chapa@gmail.com
music.
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SENATE continued from page 1
2004 and, according to Qubbaj, will lead to advancements in the quest for better communication.
Faculty Senate Vice-Chair Dora Saavedra says
this document will set college and departmental
bylaws that will act as guidelines for governance
structures.
“The whole idea behind it is that grassroots
input is very important,” said Saavedra. “That way
there isn’t a top-down administrative structure but
that there’s more inclusion and more participation by
faculty of all groups at all levels.”
According to the document, each college would
have an executive council and a college council with
certain responsibilities. Saavedra pointed out that all
faculty members will share in the responsibilities.
“At times, we’ve had these stereotypes of faculty that they are only there for class and maybe
office hours and then you never see them,” said
Saavedra. “We outlined [the document] so …that
faculty are to participate on committees and they’re
supposed to contribute in the service aspect.”
These ideas didn’t come out of thin air. To make
the first draft of the document, the Taskforce on
Faculty Governance turned to other universities for
inspiration.
“We put together what we thought would work
for the UTPA campus and what would give each college enough info that they would consider all the categories and yet be flexible enough to go in and do
what they needed to do for their college,” said
Saavedra.
After several drafts, the governance document
is still waiting to be finalized. But Saavedra says that
they hope to have it in effect by the beginning of the
next semester. Qubbaj said the governance document
will serve an essential purpose.
“I think it is very important as it will create a
system of shared governance at the colleges that
ensures faculty input and voice at that level,” said
Qubbaj.
Saavedra agreed, adding that it will put to rest
the common misconception that the faculty and
administration work against, or in spite of, each other.
“It’s going to take away what might have been
a mindset of ‘us versus them,’ meaning faculty versus administration, and put in place more of a collaborative mindset that we need to communicate,” said
Saavedra. “We need to have open channels of communication so that the administration can get feedback.”
And, according to Cardenas, development of
trust between the administration and the faculty is
essential to the success of any collaboration.
“The [UT] System is moving away from the
very detailed administration, that micro-managing,”
said Cardenas. “We want to move away from that
micromanaging as well, while making our expectations clear.”
Cardenas stated that doing this will allow the
university to move away from the “extraordinarily
bureaucratic” system of relying too much on the
Handbook of Operating Procedures (HOP). This will
help decrease the time between imagining solutions
and putting them into practice.
After the document is in effect, Cardenas says
the work will continue on governance of individual
colleges and departments.
“Where we need to go after that is to the department because after you get your college bylaws in
place you need to have bylaws at the departmental
level, so that you have some order,” said Cardenas.
According to Saavedra, the support given to the
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CENTER continued from page 1
faculty by the Cardenas administration has resulted
in improvements for the faculty.
“Faculty need to be partners in the governance
of the institution, so we were very thankful that Dr.
Cardenas considers it a cornerstone of her administration that she believes in shared governance and
working collaboratively with the faculty,” said
Saavedra.
OTHER SENATE NOTES
However, faculty governance isn’t the only
item on the Faculty Senate agenda this year. The second most important initiative is faculty workload
reduction.
Though still waiting for approval from the
Board of Regents, the Faculty Senate and the
Administration are working to reduce the faculty
workload per year from 24 hours to 18 hours.
According to Qubbaj, this will aid in achieving one
of the university’s long-term goals.
“To achieve our goal of becoming a research II
institution, faculty would certainly need more time to
pursue their research and scholarly activities,” said
Qubbaj.
Cardenas is keen to set the workload reduction
into place as soon as possible, as she says it will
allow UTPA to stay in the same league as other universities, especially in terms of attracting qualified
professors.
“With the rise in college enrollment, the competition for faculty is becoming more and more
extreme,” said Cardenas. “We couldn’t remain a
competitor with the workload policy that we have in
place.”

Staff Senate
By SANDRA GONZALEZ
The Pan American
The Staff Senate is the representative body
through which all non-faculty staff may make recommendations to the president pertaining to
issues that affect University of Texas-Pan
American staff.
According to Staff Senate Chair Katrina
Luna, although the Staff Senate is a separate
entity from the Faculty Staff, the organizations
occasionally work hand in hand.
“Although we represent different classifications we do have the same purpose in mind,”
said Luna. “On occasion we do work together for
worthy causes, for example collecting donations
for the UTPA Community Effort to Help the
Victims of Hurricane Katrina.”
Luna added that the Staff Senate is currently looking at ways to improve communication and
distribution of information to staff across campus.
In addition, the group is working to assist in the
review of operating procedures that affect university staff.
Staff Senator Teresa R. Garcia, a former
Staff Senate chair, feels that individual contribution to the Senate is as vital as the improvements
made by the Senate as a whole.
“As a staff member of fifteen years, I feel it
is important to contribute to the University community,” Garcia said. “Serving on Staff Senate is
a commitment of time and resources, so I compare it to university service.”

“One thing I want to make very clear is that
we are not replacing the faculty advisors. We’re
doing informational advising,” Hagerty said.
The center will provide an assembly-line
approach to the advising process. The six academic advisers will get the students organized
and prepared for advisement by their faculty
adviser.
After speaking to one of the AAMC advisors, students are then sent to speak with a personal guidance counselor (PGC), whose job is to collaborate with faculty advisers to provide accurate
and informative advice.
Once details such as credit hours and
required classes are taken care of, students are
sent to the faculty adviser to speak to them regard-

ing specifics in their field of study.
“We’re the connecting network so we can
easily direct students to where they need to go,”
Hagerty said. “We work very closely with the academic career advisers, faculty advisers and the
University Retention and Advisement Program
(URAP).”
The AAMC goal is to make sure every student is getting properly advised and can avoid
confusion later on.
“What we’re finding out is that many seniors
think they are graduating a certain semester and
then they come to find out they didn’t take this or
that class,” Hagerty said. “Why? Because they
weren’t advised correctly or sometimes got
around the whole advisement process.”
MENTORING Southwicke Hall
now houses the
new Academic
Advisement and
Mentoring
Center. The
building used to
be used by the
campus ROTC.
University officials cut the ribbon to the new
center Tuesday.

Melissa Martinez/The Pan American

WATER continued from page 1
come.”
The 1944 Water Treaty required Mexico to
hand over an annual average of 350,000 acre-feet
in the Rio Grande Basin in five-year cycles. Since
the 1992-1997 cycle, and continuing into the 19972002 cycle, Mexico has gradually accrued a deficit
that has, for many years, created friction between
the two countries.
The more recent treaty, which forced Mexico
to meet the Oct. 1 deadline, was negotiated March
10, 2005. The third year of the five-year cycle
ended Sept. 30. The country has faced an average
annual deficit of 600,000 acre-feet. In 2005, this
number was only 100,000, and the United States
had written confirmation that Mexico would pay
this.
An acre-foot is 43,560 cubic feet of water,
which is enough to cover an area of one acre to a
depth of one foot.
The highest the deficit has ever gotten is 1.5
million acre-feet, which was two years ago.
The payment was made mostly through water
transfers to Falcon and Amistad Lakes, which
house the two main international dams on the
Mexican-American border. On Sept. 30, Falcon
Lake was 282.35 feet in depth, and Lake Amistad
was at 1,111.29. On Oct. 1, Falcon’s level was at
282.81, and Amistad’s at 1,110.73. For Falcon
Lake, a normal level would be 301.20 feet. For
Amistad Lake, a normal level would be 1,117.00
feet.
USIBWC spokeswoman Sally Spener wants
to make it clear that Mexico’s final delivery made
no significant change in American reservoir storage.
“Reservoirs can store several million acrefeet,” she said. “As of Sept. 24, 2005, the U.S.
storage at Amistad and Falcon international reser-

voirs was 97.1 percent of U.S. conservation capacity. In July 2002, U.S. storage was under 25 percent. As you can see, in the past few years, U.S.
storage has increased significantly - both due to
increased water deliveries by Mexico to pay the
deficit as well as inflows from American water
sources.”
Although Mexico’s recent water payment
should alleviate irrigation shortages, Spener
believes it is unreasonable to say that U.S. water
problems have suddenly vanished.
“These deliveries have been coming in for a
few years, reservoir levels had been increasing
gradually during that time, and the final payment
was not a large amount,” said Spener.

Water Debt
1944

The year Mexico and U.S.
signed water treaty

717,000

Number of acre-feet of water
previously owed by Mexico

326,000

Number of gallons in an
acre-foot

350,000

Number of acre-feet of the
Rio Grande water Mexico
must release yearly to U.S.

1,500,000

Number of acre-feet Colorado
River water U.S. gives yearly

Dägoberto Pérez/The Pan American

NEWS

October 6, 2005

MEDALLION

continued from page 3

it’s all gold some of the features could get lost. So I
think they (the colors) will help out the emblem
itself,” she said.
Lynda Lopez, assistant to the president, said that
the president had quite a bit of input into the design of
her medallion.
“Dr. Cardenas was very involved. The president
has very good taste and a distinct sense of style,” said
Lopez. “It was really her idea to go with the green and
white enameled version of the presidential seal.”
According to the publication, Los Arcos, Jerry
Bailey, a former faulty member in the art department,
designed Nevarez’s medallion and chain. It featured a
gold-plated replica of the university seal. The chain
consists of 18 inches of gold-plated links, each with

ACTIVISM

continued from page 3

His presentation at the Student Union
Auditorium titled, “War and Race in the Post 9/11
World” covered issues such as U.S. government
under the George W. Bush administration, the war
in Iraq, Hurricane Katrina, and immigration.
Wing was impressed by his first visit to South
Texas.
“I had never visited the University of TexasPan American or the Rio Grande Valley before. I
was so interested in the fact that this university is
widely composed of Hispanics,” said Wing.

HAZING

Wing hopes to inspire students to fight for
political and social change in their daily lives.
“I encourage young people who want to stand
for their views and seek equality, peace, and justice to inquire about careers and options that concentrate on social and political aspects,” said
Wing. “This country is full of opportunities and
anyone willing to do so can take advantage of such
opportunities. Look into the many non-profit
organizations that are in need of young men and
women to take such jobs.”

continued from page 3

amount of alcohol before the car came to a halt.
He died of alcohol poisoning.
In a similar story aired on CNN, two rush
candidates, Kristin High and Kenitha Saafir
drowned while pledging the Alpha Kappa Alpha
Sorority at a California state university.
According to a wrongful death lawsuit filed
by the families of both girls, the women were
bound and blindfolded, then forced to perform
athletic activities after being deprived of sleep
for days.
Both drowned after venturing into the water
as part of the initiation ritual.
ALTERNATIVES TO HAZING
When it comes to initiating new members
there are alternatives to hazing. Sharing the history of the organization, planning retreats and
instilling a sense of pride in the organization are
just some of the ways member unity can be
achieved without the dangers of hazing.
Rebecca Gadson, director of special programs for the Office of the Dean of Students,
strives to educate campus organizations on prevention of hazing practices.
“Positive activities can also foster pride and

PRSSA

three arch-shaped cutouts reflecting the primary architectural motif found in the university’s buildings.
According to Lopez, the arches in the architecture
represent a “bridging of two cultures.”
Seven of the links are engraved with the names of
the past and present presidents of the institution and
the number of years they served in office.
The medallion that Lovingood is making for
Cardenas is going to have a chain a quarter of an inch
smaller to accommodate her delicate stature, and will
have a colored medallion. The names of the previous
presidents, including Nevarez, will also be engraved
on the chain links.
The art professor hopes to have the medallion
completed in time for fall commencement.

the development of close relationships [within
an organization],” said Gadson.
The leaders of several student organizations
at UTPA expressed intolerance of the practice.
“We are a non-hazing sorority and we have a
zero-tolerance policy for hazing of our members
and our members hazing anyone else in the
campus community,” said Joanna Coronado,
vice president of Delta Zeta Sorority. “I think
that for the betterment of the campus, hazing
should not be allowed and [should be] reported
when seen, for the protection of students.”
Delta Upsilon chapter President Narciso
Charles shared this view.
“We’re a non-hazing, non-secret fraternity.
People don’t deserve to be treated like animals,”
said Charles.
According to Dean of Students Jerry Price,
not only is hazing illegal, but it also harms the
organization.
“On the surface hazing looks like its bringing people together but it really alienates people
and tears organizations apart,” said Price.
For more information on hazing and how to
prevent it, click on www.stophazing.org.
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DEFENSE

continued from page 5

of charge. Taught by Kim Loan Nguyen-Finn, a
UTPA counselor, the class is the first of its kind at the
university.
Even though the course is open to all UTPA students, female students are encouraged to attend, especially those who live on campus.
“We thought of an introductory self-defense program, something really basic,” said Nguyen-Finn. “If
a woman is teaching, perhaps that would be less
intimidating for women.”
According to Nguyen-Finn, the class focuses
mostly on the mental aspects of self-defense.
“What we try to tell students is that it’s not a martial arts class. We don’t teach them a lot of fancy
moves,” said Nguyen-Finn. “The best way to
describe it is that it’s going to be 75 percent psychological self-defense - like assertiveness skills and
awareness - and 25 percent easy simple physical
stuff.”

GAMING

Lessons include assertiveness, communication,
avoiding hazardous situations, and how to tell when
someone is a possible attacker.
Silva advises not only female students, but everyone on campus to attend the classes
“I definitely recommend that students take that
course because it’s very beneficial and you never
know when it’s going to help you out,” she said.
Junior pre-med major Claudia Sobrevilla said that
at times women are vulnerable to attacks by men, and
being able to defend yourself is a great skill to have.
“Taking a self-defense course would be great
because if there is a time when you need to defend
yourself from an attacker, you will be prepared to
fight back and get away safe and alive,” Sobrevilla
said.
For more information on the self-defense courses,
students can contact Kim Loan Nguyen-Finn at 956381-2574.

continued from page 5

train their gaming skills.”
By no means are faculty members the only ones
excited about the prospect of adding gaming courses to UTPA’s computer science curriculum.
Many students, such as Tenorio, believe they
stand to benefit.
“I think gaming courses would be a great addition to the classes already offered,” Tenorio said.
“And, the classes would hopefully be beneficial to
those who have an interest in gaming.”
For Tenorio, the creative art of making a video

game and working in the gaming or animation
industry are a big attraction. She hopes her knowledge in programming and computer graphics will
land her a job in a company such as Pixar where her
creative talents can flourish.
“I really am interested in a lot of the aspects of
gaming, mainly though the graphics and animation
that goes into the characters,” Tenorio said. “I enjoy
all different types of games, and have always been
inspired by how much work and artistry goes into
completing one.”

Melissa Martinez/The Pan American

HIGH ALERT - Mark de la Garza, computer science/math junior, takes a break from programming to play video games at his apartment in Edinburg.

continued from page 3

tions soon. Any student interested in getting
involved can check the national website
www.prssa.org, or email the UTPA chapter directly at prssa.utpa@gmail.com for any and all
updates. The next meeting will be held Thursday,
Oct. 13 in COAS room 172.
“The organization has so many opportunities for
anyone interested in public relations. However, it is
not necessary to be a public relations major to join,”

stressed Salinas. “And, if you are interested and
cannot attend the meeting, you can still be a member of the organization.”
Membership dues are $50, most of which goes
to the national office. This pays for a one-year membership to PRSSA and all of the advantages of being
a member, which includes not only the opportunity
to listen to speakers in the field, but offers students
a better chance of gaining important internships.

Visit us online @
www.utpa.edu/dept/panamerican
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SPORTS
CLIPBOARD
Women’s golf sixth at Tulsa
Maynard finishes tied for third
The University of Texas-Pan American women's golf team placed sixth
at the ORU Shootout in Tulsa, hosted by Oral Roberts University Oct. 4
with a final score of 946 (322-307-317).
Senior Stefanie Maynard was the top finisher for UTPA, placing in a tie
for third with a three-round total of 228 (78-76-74) which was just two
strokes back from the individual champion. Nikki Boychuk joined Maynard
in the top ten with a final tally of 231 (79-74-78), putting her in a tie for ninth
place.
Daniela Cortes finished in a 41st-place tie with a total score of 241 (8081-80) while newcomer Bronwyn Sandberg finished with a three -round
tally of 246 (85-76-85) which put her in a tie for 52nd place. Freshman
Rachel Gee finished in 87th place, shooting a 266 (93-86-87).
Host school Oral Roberts won the tournament with a three-day score of
913, followed by Kansas (919), UTEP (926), Arkansas-Little Rock (934)
and Texas A&M - Corpus Christi (940) rounding out the top five.
The Lady Broncs' next tournament, the Pat Bradley Invitational, hosted
by Florida International will begin Oct. 31 in Miami, Fla.

UTPA runs strong at Cowboy Jamboree
Keating leads with team best third
The University of Texas-Pan American men's cross country team finished sixth overall out of 24 teams at the Cowboy Jamboree hosted by
Oklahoma State Oct. 1, while the Lady Broncs recorded a 14th-place finish in Stillwater.
Senior Westly Keating of Pharr finished third overall out of 238 runners
for the second consecutive meet as he recorded a time of 24:53 in the
8,000-meter race, the fifth-fastest time in program history.
"Westly ran an absolutely fantastic race," said head coach Ricky
Vaughn. "He is really showing that he's in terrific shape. The three runners
that finished in front of him are all studs, and Westly showed that he can
compete right along with them."
Fellow senior Hector Gandara of Mission placed 17th overall with a time
of 26:03 at the Cowboy Jamboree, which was his second straight top-20
finish this season.
Newcomers Luis Nava of La Joya and Alex Moncivais of Pharr crossed
the end line in 26:51 and 27:53 to finish 41st and 61st, respectively. Juan
Davila of Donna finished 71st with a time of 27:36 while J.J. Hernandez of
San Juan and Americo Ortiz of Pharr crossed the finish line in 88th and
106th, respectively.
The University of Arkansas captured the team championship with a total
score of 41 points while Abilene Christian (103), Oklahoma State (109),
Texas A&M (157), Rice (179) and UTPA (193) rounded out the top six.
"We raced a really solid meet today, and we thought that we could've finished a little higher, but our freshmen are still trying to get experience running a longer distance,” added Vaughn. “The course was extremely wet
and muddy, but our guys did a solid job overall."
The Lady Broncs were paced by freshman Sara Rodriguez of Pharr,
who crossed the end line 22nd overall out of 153 runners with a time of
19:25. It was the collegiate debut for Rodriguez at the Cowboy Jamboree.
Junior Karla Hernandez of Edinburg was 59th overall with a time of 20:55
while fellow junior Ashley Perez came in 69th place at the 21:08 mark.
Freshman Rose Escovedo of Edinburg came in 76th place with a time
of 21:23 while Lorraine Garcia and Sharon Toroitich crossed the end line
in 91st and 102nd place, respectively.
Oklahoma State came away with the women's team championship with
a total score of 41 while Wichita State (61), Syracuse (124), Tulsa (143)
and Abilene Christian (195) rounded out the top five. The Lady Broncs
accumulated 317 points for a 14th-place finish.
"I was a little disappointed with the women because I think that they
need to mentally prepare harder for the course,” said Vaughn. “They are
running against the course instead of the competitors, but this meet shows
us what we need to work on and we'll get better before our next meet."
The Broncs will be back in action at the Pre-Nationals Meet in Terre
Haute, Ind., Oct. 15 while the Lady Broncs will compete at the Chili's
Pepper Invitational hosted by the University of Arkansas the same day.
UTPA Sports Information

SPORTS
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FOR THE RECORD
UTPA SPORTS

9. Missouri State
11. North Texas
12. South Dakota
13. Northwestern
14. UMKC
15. Sam Houston
16. Western Illinois
17. Centenary Coll.

Cross Country
Men’s
Cowboy Jamboree
Oct. 1
1. Arkansas
2. Abilene Christian
3. Oklahoma State
4. Texas A&M
5. Rice
6. Lindenwood
7. UT-Pan American
8. Harding
9. Nebraska Wesleyan
10. Tulsa
11. Kansas State
12. Syracuse
13. East Central
14. Wichita State
15. Central Missouri
16. Texas State
17. Drury
18. Missouri Southern
19. Oral Roberts
20. Missouri Baptist
21. UT-San Antonio
22. Team Luke’s
23. Texas A&M-Commerce
24. Southwest Baptist
Individual stats:
3. Westly Keating
18. Hector Gandara
42. Luis Nava
62. Alex Moncivais
72. Juan Davila
89. J.J. Hernandez
107. Americo Ortiz

325 313 322 960
322 317 325 964
323 326 325 974
337 320 319 976
331 332 328 991
330 342 326 998
337 334 332 1003
333 334 335 1012

Individual stats:
T3. Stephanie Maynard 78
T9. Nicole Boychuk
79
T41. Daniele Cortez
80
T52. Bronwyn Sandberg 85
87. Rachel Gee
93

77
74
81
76
86

74
78
80
85
87

228
231
241
246
266

VOLLEYBALL
Texas State Match
Tuesday, Oct. 4
UTPA Field House
TEXAS STATE DEF. UTPA
30-26, 30-21, 30-26, 30-24
UTPA: Kills, Kellie Phillips 19; assists,
Chelsea Blakely 55; digs, Chrissie
Carrigan 23; aces, Danielle Holthe 4.
Record: (3-11)
TSU: Kills, Elizabeth Nwoke 24; assists,
Erin Hickman 44; digs, Amy Ramirez 13;
aces, Brittany Prewitt 3.
Record: (6-7)

RGV Football
24:53
26:03
26:51
27:23
27:36
27:51
28:14

Week 6
Thursday, Oct. 6
District 30-5A
Sharyland at McAllen Rowe
District 32-5A
Browns. Pace at Browns. Porter

Women’s
Cowboy Jamboree
Oct. 1
1. Oklahoma State
2. Wichita State
3. Syracuse
4. Tulsa
5. Abiliene Christian
6. Texas A&M
7. Nebraska Wesleyan
8. UT-San Antonio
9. Oral Roberts
10. Pittsburgh State
11. Central Missouri
12. Kansas State
13. Northwood
14. UT-Pan American
15. South Plains
16. Drury
17. Southwest Baptist
18. Southeastern State
19. Oklahoma Panhandle

District 32-4A
Mission Veterans at PSJA Memorial
TAPPS
MMA at St. Joseph
Friday, Oct. 7
District 30-5A
Rio Grande City at McAllen Memorial
McAllen at La Joya
District 31-5A
Weslaco at Edinburg North
Edinburg at PSJA North
District 32-5A
Brownsville Rivera at San Benito
Los Fresnos at Harlingen
District 32-4A
Weslaco East at Brownsville Lopez
Roma at Mission
Mercedes at Edcouch-Elsa

Individual stats:
22. Sara Rodriguez 19:25
59. Karla Hernandez 20:55
69. Ashley Perez
21:08
76. Rose Escovedo 21:23
91. Lorraine Garcia 21:51
102. Sharon Torotich 22:40

District 32-3A
Rio Hondo at Hidalgo
Port Isabel at Lyford
Progreso at Raymondville

Golf

Saturday, Oct. 8
District 31-5A
Donna at PSJA

Women’s
ORU Shootout
Oct. 3-4

District 32-5A
Harlingen South at Brownsville Hanna

1. Oral Roberts
2. Kansas
2. UTEP
4. Arkansas
5. TAMUCC
6. UTPA
7. Arkansas State
8. Lamar
9. McNeese State

305
312
319
315
313
322
318
320
319

304
298
306
307
315
307
318
322
319

304
309
301
312
312
317
319
314
322

913
919
926
934
940
946
955
956
960

Week 5
Friday, Sept. 30
Non-district
McAllen Memorial 34, Edinburg 23
St. Joseph 41, Lyford 24
La Villa 49, MMA 7
District 31-5A
Donna 26, Edinburg North 6
PSJA 34, Edinburg Economedes 10
Weslaco 21, PSJA North 7

District 32-5A
Brows. Rivera 24, Browns. Porter 0
San Benito 34, Harlingen South 28
District 32-4A
Mission Veterans 45, Browns.Lopez 25
Edcouch-Elsa 51, Roma 14
PSJA Memorial 22, Mercedes 7
District 32-3A
Hidalgo 34, Port Isabel 24
La Feria 36, Progreso 0
Rio Hondo 41, Raymondville 0
Saturday, Oct. 1
District 32-5A
Brownsville Pace 38, Harlingen 35 OT

College Football
AP Top 25
Week 4
1. USC 4-0
2. Texas 4-0
3. Virginia Tech 5-0
4. Florida State 4-0
5. Georgia 4-0
6. Ohio State 3-1
7. Alabama 5-0
8. Tennessee 3-1
9. Miami 3-1
10. California 5-0
11. LSU 2-1
12. Notre Dame 4-1
13. Florida 4-1
14. Wisconsin 5-0
15. Texas Tech 4-0
16. Penn State 5-0
17. Arizona State 3-2
18. Boston College 4-1
19. Michigan State 4-1
20. UCLA 4-0
21. Michigan 3-2
22. Auburn 4-1
23. Louisville 3-1
24. Georgia Tech 3-1
25. Oregon 4-1

NFL
Week 5
Sunday, Oct. 9
New Orleans at Green Bay, Noon
Baltimore at Detroit, Noon
Chicago at Cleveland, Noon
Miami at Buffalo, Noon
New England at Atlanta, Noon
Seattle at St. Louis, Noon
Tampa Bay at N.Y. Jets, Noon
Tennessee at Houston, Noon
Indianapolis at San Francisco, 3:05p.m.
Washington at Denver, 3:15 p.m.
Philadelphia at Dallas, 3:15 p.m.
Carolina at Arizona, 3:15 p.m.
Cincinnati at Jacksonville, 7:30 p.m.
Monday, Oct. 10
Pittsburgh at San Diego, 8 p.m.
Week 4
Sunday, Oct. 2
Cincinnati 16, Houston 10
Denver 20, Jacksonville 7
San Diego 41, New England 17
New Orleans 19, Buffalo 7
N.Y. Giants 44, St. Louis 24
Tampa Bay 17, Detroit 13
Indianapolis 31, Tennessee 10
Washington 20, Seattle 17
Baltimore 13, N.Y. Jets 3
Philadelphia 37, Kansas City 31
Atlanta 30, Minnesota 10
Oakland 19, Dallas 13
Arizona 31, San Francisco 14
Monday, Oct. 3
Carolina 32, Green Bay 29
Note: All times at central standard time.
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Big weekend ahead for men’s, women’s soccer teams
By ABEL SALINAS
The Pan American

Despite attacking throughout the second 45
minutes the Broncs could not convert their
“Do or die,” “It’s now or never,” and “they are in a must-win chances into more goals.
situation.” The most over-used clichés in sports history.
“Our strategy for this game on Sunday is to
However, for the Broncs soccer club all of the above apply and attack early and often,” said Tapia. “This is a
one could tag along a few others such as: “win or go home,” and crucial game for our team.”
“there is no tomorrow.”
On paper the two teams
The Broncs are about to play
promise an evenly matched
the probably the most significant
contest. UTSA has only allowed
game since their return to
one goal during its first two
campus, this Sunday against
matches and has scored four
UTSA. The winner of these two
times; the Broncs have allowed
teams will most likely be the
and scored the same number of
candidate to represent the Lone
goals as UTSA in their first two
Star Division South in the State
home games.
-Polo Tapia
Tournament.
UTPA will try to make its home
With TSU forfeiting all of its
Bronc Soccer Club president field advantage work during
away games, and Texas A&MSunday’s game just like San
Joel de la Rosa/The Pan American
Kingsville losing three games out of four, it has become a two- Antonio did a few weeks ago. Concerns about
team race for the top spot in the division.
the officiating did not escape the post game ON THE PITCH- Omar Aguilar lets a kick fly in the team’s victory against Texas A&MBefore losing to UTSA in mid-September in San Antonio, the conversations, and the conditions of the field Kingsville two weeks ago, a game the Broncs won, 3-1.
Broncs had been riding a 13-game winning streak. The Broncs played a small role on the UTSA’s victory.
league (UTSA),” Mariely Rincon said. “We’re looking forward
came back from San Antonio with the loss, but not defeated
“I am not going to blame it entirely on that, we just got beat,” to it because they were our first match and we weren’t prepared.”
spiritually.
said Tapia. “We’re just going to try to get this one.
Rincon said that the team practices Monday through Friday
“I know we can beat UTSA,” said Polo Tapia, president and
On the flip-side, the women’s team plays Texas-San Antonio fortwo hours each day. She said this week they focused on
central defender for the soccer club. “We had our chances last on the UTPA intramural fields Saturday. The team then heads to technical skill, and “moving as a team.”
game, but the ball would not go in.”
Houston for a double header against the University of St.
“Right after the game (on Saturday) we head to Houston,”
The Broncs started the game attacking the San Antonio team Thomas at 11 a.m. and 1 p.m.
Rincon said. “We have three games in one weekend.”
with no luck and later were stunned by an early penalty in favor
The team remains 2-1 for the season so far with four games
Above everything else, Rincon said that the emergence of a
of UTSA that was converted into a goal. After the penalty the left.
new soccer club is a good experience, and regrets that it started
UTSA team found the net again, putting the game almost beyond
“We’re working very hard,” said Anahi Mata about preparing her senior year.
doubt. The Broncs attempted a comeback and during the second for the game this weekend.
“The first thing I asked when I got here was, ‘Is there a soccer
half managed to score one goal, but it would not be sufficient.
“We’re probably facing the most competitive team in the team?’” Rincon said.

Q “Our strategy for

this game on Sunday is
to attack early and
often,this is a crucial
game for our
team.”
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UTPA witnesses soccer’s resurrection after 8-year lull
By DARYL GONZALES
The Pan American
The loud chants that are common at soccer games can no longer be
heard at The University of Texas-Pan American. The supportive
chants indeed haven’t been heard since the spring of 1997 when the
school’s program was cancelled due to Title IX.
Small hints of sounds are starting to reverberate around the
campus, though, thanks to the inaugural season of The Bronc Soccer
Club, which has brought soccer back to the school. This club is a
small but positive step in the right direction.
UTPA did indeed have a soccer program that brought some of the
best talent from around the Valley and other countries. The program
was cut from the school sports repertoire in part to the gender equity
law that states that there must be a certain percentage of women’s
teams comparable to men’s. So UTPA came to a decision just before
the final season in 1997, that soccer was going to be the sport to go.
“It was my final season when they had decided that they were
going to do away with the program. I was told that it was due to Title
IX, the gender equity,” said Marcelo Paredes, the goalie on the last
team.
The news of the decision was tough for the players on the team,
especially for the underclassmen, Paredes commented.
“We were in the Sun Belt Conference until my junior season, then
we were Independent my senior season,” he added.
At the time, the soccer program was the only independent sport at
UTPA; all other sports were still in conferences. The lack of
affiliation might have had to do with the department’s prior
understanding that the program was going to be cut from the sports
list.
“Going through that season was hard for me but not for myself,
only because we had one freshman named Rob Huck and he came
from Houston,” Paredes said. “He was an awesome player and he
could have gone to another college but he decided to come here even
though he knew what was going to happen to the program.”
While being interviewed for this story, Paredes experienced a
relapse of memories that he took with him after playing for UTPA.
“I had a lot of fun traveling with all the new friends that I met on
the team. It was hard during the year, because during that last season
we already knew what was expected to happen,” Paredes commented.
The UTPA soccer program did have a history of achievements. The
Broncs had the nation’s second leading scorer, Mario Ribera, who led
them to the Sun Belt Conference crown in 1992. Ribera and the rest
of the guys built not only friendships with the other players, but with
their families as well.
“Mario Ribera was actually a real close friend of my family. My
brother played on the team with him in 1992 when they won the Sun
Belt Conference,” Paredes added.
Many have wondered for years why the program was cut,
considering the popularity of the sport in this region.
“The Valley’s population is a majority of Hispanics, so why would
the program be cut, especially here?” Paredes asked. “My family is
originally from Chile, so I have been literally playing since I was five.
“It was hard for everyone, but I understood that it was a decision
that had to be made and I have no ill will to that specific department.
I’m just happy that soccer is coming back now,” said the former
goalkeeper.

NEW BEGINNING
From the start, it was understood that it
would take a lot of volunteer hours to get
the program going again, and so far the
work has beeen done. The men’s and
women’s club teams are both being led by
coaches who receive no financial income
from this apparent labor of love.
The players themselves give up their
afternoons to hopefully see a program rise
from the ashes, running fundraisers to help
pay for long road trips.
The only thing that these individuals take
away from this is a lifetime of memories
and a very optimistic dream that something
good might come out of what they are trying
to do. The men’s team is currently 3-1,
while the women’s team has won two of
three games.
“I knew that if it would come back, that
OLD SCHOOL
it wouldn’t come back right away because
(Clockwise
from
left)
something like that takes a lot of resources
Mario Ribera, no. 2
to start,” Paredes said. “Coming back as a
scorer in the nation for
club is going to take someone to bring it
UTPA in 1992; Daniel
Cortez (20) defends in
back and lead it. I guess it just took
1996; Goalie Marcelo
somebody to finally demand that we need
Paredes in 1996; An
soccer at the university.”
unidentified
player
Earlier this year, student organization
who is only a small
part of a long soccer
Real Sociedad laid the foundation for what
tradition at UTPA datwas to become the current soccer club,
ing back to the early
holding tryouts before the semester began.
seventies.
Soccer
Paredes said that if the new program is
restarted earlier this
year.
going to make it, money is obviously going
to be a big issue, to pay for scholarships and
for travel.
But he said the fan base is out there. In the old days, local
supporters were joined at games by fans from Matamoros, Reynosa
and Monterrey, hotbeds for the game.
“The large fan support is the key,” he said. “I think that getting it
as a club is going to show the university that they do have fan support
and that its something that can really make it.”
Paredes said that he tips his hat to Coach Oscar Coronado of the
men’s soccer club team and the other coaches, since they have given
a lot of time to guide the players.
“I think that it’s fantastic what he does,” Paredes said. “The only
thing that I could tell them is to practice as hard as they can, because
one of the best ways to show is to win the club championship or put
up a good outing. It will bring a lot of attention to them.”
He added that the new players must not get frustrated, because it is
really difficult to get a Division I program, especially since there are
few in the state of Texas.
“I hope that they just keep focused on the task that they have at
hand,” he noted.
SURGE OF UNSUNG TALENT
Many high school athletes want to prolong their soccer career but
have nowhere to turn locally. In an area that has the lowest average
income in the nation, scholarships are the only way these kids are

UTPA Special Collections

going to continue their teams.
But the area is flourishing with talent when it comes to soccer; take
Brownsville Lopez for example. The team won the Texas state
championship in 2003, but staying at home means that they will play
in city leagues and miss out on the chance to compete at the collegiate
level.
The Valley has welcomed professional sports to the area in the past
decade, in hockey, arena football, and baseball. Sports is very popular
in the area, and soccer is the world’s most popular game. Athletic
events play to huge crowds, but the university’s attendance at its
sporting events is average at best. Perhaps soccer would change that
trend. For now, the club team continues to work on the rebuilding
process.
“I’m really just happy that soccer is back at the school in one way
or the other. I just really want to get out there and watch them play,”
Paredes said. “I wish them nothing but the best, whether something
comes out of it or now.”
The chants and sounds of soccer can be heard reverberating
through the quad at the university as The Bronc Soccer Club leads the
way toward a new future for UTPA soccer.
“I think that it is great that the coach and players are giving up his
time to do this, and maybe they’ll see something come out of it,”
Paredes concluded.

UTPA SOCCER TIMELINE
History spans more than 27 years
1971- Soccer began when a club was established by students.
Coached by Dick Deason, they took the trip to San Antonio where
the Broncs fought to the semifinals of an 11-college tournament,
losing to Trinity 4-1, beating Midwestern University 3-0, beating
Houston 1-0, and ultimately losing to UT 2-0.
1973- Dr. Layne Jorgenson, currently a professor in the UTPA
department of health and kinesiology, coached the team. Bronc
soccer standout Ruhi Guven scored 10 goals in 10 games leaving
behind a legacy in his one year at UTPA. The Turk of German
descent ranked high among all scorers in Texas before transfer-

ring to Southern California.
1974 – Former assistant UTPA baseball coach Reggie Tredaway
coached the soccer team for 13 years. It was this same year that
the team joined the Texas Collegiate Soccer League (Southern
Division) participating as independents for 17 years. Team record
in 1974 was 2-7-1.
1987 – UTPA soccer’s first year in NCAA Division I. Coached by
Eloy Moran, the team finished 7-9-1, playing teams from
Southern Methodist, North Texas and Texas Christian University.
Moran would coach the Broncs for seven years, recording a 4251-7 record.

1988 – Broncs record first winning record in NCAA Division I,
finishing 8-6-2.
1991 – Broncs join the Sun Belt Conference going 10-5 their first
year. The following years were a bit of a tumble.
1993 – Team records a 4-7-2 record
1994 – Team goes 0-12 for the season
1997- Team disbands due to Title IX clauses in the NCAA.
2005 – Soccer organization Real Sociedad establishes a new soccer club at UTPA consisting of both men’s and women’s teams.
The men’s team plays in the Lone Star Men’s Conference South
Division. The women play in Division II.
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Tennis guys still fly solo Broncs turn it up!
less. So, seniors Nik Porter of England, Rehman
Esmail of British Columbia, and Oliver Steil of the
Netherlands have been given the responsibility of
making sure the team is prepared for its first
match.
“Last year’s coach should have set up at least
four matches for the fall season and recruited at
least two new players and he didn’t do any of that,”
Esmail said. “We came in and managed these two
tournaments to play.”
Esmail finished last season with a 7-8 record
Mario Orta/The Pan American and was 4-2 in Southland Conference competition.
He also recorded the most wins in singles
By ANNALISA LIMAS
competition for the Broncs.
The Pan American
Porter also feels that the lack of structure
As another season of Bronc sports progresses, among the team will hurt their success in the fall.
the men’s tennis team will finally see their share of
“We’ll win matches and rounds but I don’t
action, heading to San Antonio this weekend to think anyone will really challenge for the whole
compete in the two-day UTSA Invitational. But tournament,” he said. “We’re just looking for
what should be a final farewell season for the three individual successes and getting the freshmen
seniors on the team is turning out to be a season of some experience.”
survival.
With a 6-10 singles record from last season and
With the summer resignation of head coach a 2-4 showing in Southland Conference play,
Paul Soliz, the team’s schedule and roster have Porter will most likely play in the No. 1 seed at
been left unorganized, and the team is still coach- UTSA. Steil will play No. 2 after recording a 6-5

Rehman Esmail

mark in singles and 6-5 overall in doubles.
Despite lacking structure and tournaments to
actually compete in, the three seniors feel that the
team is better off this year than in previous seasons.
“Even though we don’t have a coach, morale
on the team is better than ever,” said Porter.
“People are working really hard and considering
the situation, everything’s going really well.”
Sophomore Alberto Gomez of Brownsville
returns to the team, and there are two newcomers,
freshmen Enrique Montemayor, also of
Brownsville, and Andrew Bost, from nearby
Corpus Christi.
“It’s been tough for the freshmen having to
come in to a team with no coach but we’re doing
our best to get them prepared for this first
tournament,” said Porter. “It’ll be good for them to
see the college teams that will give us competition
later on.”
This weekend, Porter will join Esmail to play
doubles in the No. 1 seed while Steil teams up with
Bost to play doubles in the No. 2 seed. The Broncs
will face competition from Texas A&M-Corpus
Christi, UTSA, Texas A&M, The University of
Texas-Austin, and Tyler Junior College.

Texas State takes Lady Broncs out in 4
By JOEY HINOJOSA
The Pan American

Delisa Guadarrama/The Pan American

opposite of number two. TSU had the lead the
majority of the time and were able to take a 2-1
On Tuesday night, the UTPA volleyball team lead going into the fourth game. In game four the
suffered its first home loss of the season at the Bobcats had an early lead only to see it disappear
hands of the Texas State Bobcats in four games halfway through the deciding contest. UTPA
(30-26, 21-30, 30-26, and 30-24).
evened up the score several times, but TSU
The Lady Broncs are now 3-11 for the season earned the final six points to take the match.
and will next meet up with Utah Valley State in
UTPA Volleyball Head Coach Dave Thorn
Orem, Utah on Oct. 8. The next home game for expressed his thoughts on the evening.
UTPA will be on Tuesday Oct. 11 against Texas
“It was a great match. Unfortunately, we
A&M Corpus Christi.
came out on the losing side of it, but I know it was
Tuesday the Lady Broncs kept the first game an exciting match,” he said. “We had a lot of great
close until the end when TSU collected the five fans here; I know we were in it every single
remaining kills to clinch the win. In game two game. We just couldn’t quite pull it out at the
UTPA dominated the entire time. They never end.”
trailed and were only tied with the Bobcats at one
Despite the loss the eighth-year volleyball
instance, at 1-1. Game three was the exact head coach saw some positives in the contest.
“I thought we
played aggressively. I
thought for the most
part we were very
calm. We didn’t freak
out or add to our
problems when they
were pressuring us,
and that’s something
we’ve been stressing
in practice,” said
Thorn.
“Heather
Bravo played well
again, we moved
Deanna Schneyer
into the middle
SEE YA’ - Heather Bravo (2) goes for the kill against Texas State’s Emily position,
and
I
Jones (2) and Karry Griffin. UTPA fell (30-26, 21-30, 30-26, 30-24)

thought she had a pretty good game for us.”
Bravo had 17 kills and 20 digs on the Tuesday
match. Schneyer finished with 11 kills.
“We had a lot of players that stepped up and
made some good plays,” said the coach. “Really
this isn’t a matter of us losing; so much as Texas
State made a couple more plays than us.”
Freshman Chelsea Blakely also contributed
with 55 assists in the mid-week contest.
“She had a pretty good match. I thought she
controlled the offense pretty well, and for the
most part moved the ball around pretty well,” said
Thorn. “Fifty-five assists against a team like
Texas State is always good.”
Bravo also thought the team came away from
the match with some plusses.
“Our freshmen came up big for us this game.
They played through a lot of stuff,” said the Las
Vegas native. “Everything that we’ve been
working on has shown on the court, so I think
that’s what we take from this match.”
According to Thorn, he has seen
improvement from his squad and wants them
focused on taking it one game at a time.
“We can’t worry about down the road. We
have to worry about Utah Valley who is our
opponent this Saturday. That’s the only thing we
can do,” said the UTPA volleyball head coach.
“We have to play our schedule as it comes, and if
we keep improving like we have been, keeping
playing games like we did tonight, then the wins
are going to come, so I’m not really worried
about that. We just got to keep getting better, the
‘W’s will take care of themselves.”

Delisa Guadarrama/The Pan American
ANIMAL HOUSE - Members of Kappa Sigma show their
support for the Lady Broncs Tuesday at the Field House.

By JOEY GOMEZ
The Pan American
Did anyone notice the large group of students painted orange
and green, shouting at the top of their lungs for more than two
hours?
It’s a safe bet that anyone present at Tuesday’s volleyball game
between UTPA and TSU was aware of the activity in the southeast
corner of the Field House. Midway through the first match an
assortment of die-hard Bronc fans from Kappa Sigma, shirtless and
painted in school colors, arrived to the beat of a drum.
“We’re here to represent the Lady Broncs,” member Lalo
Garcia later said.
Like a cavalry attempting to ride their Broncs to a victory, their
enthusiasm never stopped even in the game’s waning minutes.
Eventually UTPA would fall in their first home game of the season.
“We’re here to show school spirit and make the best of our
college experience,” Kappa Sig member Joey Romero said. “We
followed the team to Corpus, Kappa Sigma’s living the life.”
Approximately 26 members crowded the upper bleachers.
Some danced, and others taunted the Bobcat volleyball team on
every serve, set or spike. At times, the noise they made even
eclipsed all other sounds in the gym, aided primarily by two
drummers who seemed to add a unique rhythm to the match.
Chris Ramirez said he and fellow drummer Maui Lopez have
no prior drumming experience to speak of. He said the beat comes
naturally.
“We’re here to get the crowd pumped up,” Ramirez said.
“We’re also here to lift them up if they’re losing.”
Shouts of “NET,” or occasionally profanity emerged from the
tight-knit band of well-wishers. Such a show of support for the
Broncs was seemingly well-timed as Tuesday marked ‘Pack the
House Night’ in the hopes of breaking attendance records set in
volleyball at UTPA.
While the ultimate goal was to hit 1,004 people in attendance,
the Broncs fell short of that goal as 616 attended. Despite the fact,
volleyball coaches are quick to point out their appreciation for the
student group support.
“Oh, I love those guys! Those guys are great. I hope we have
them at every game,” coach Dave Thorn said. “They add to the
atmosphere. They make it loud and rambunctious.
“They get on the opponents in a good way. They’re yelling at
them. They’re making a lot of noise,” Thorn added. “It gives us a
home advantage, which every team needs.”
The Lady Broncs will play Texas A&M Corpus Christi in their
next home game on Oct. 11. It’s a good bet that Kappa Sigma will
also be in attendance. Look for the group to make an impact with
Bronc basketball looming.
Midnight Madness is set for Friday Oct. 14.

